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NUS Scotland comments on draft Scottish budget: 

         “This Budget is what we expected but not what we hoped for” 

         Student support needs to match increasing living costs 

         The poorest students need increases through grants, not loans 

         Further education support needs reform and much needed investment 

 Commenting on the announcement of the Scottish Government's draft 

budget, Gordon Maloney, president of NUS Scotland, said: 

“This Budget is what we expected but not what we hoped for. We have seen an end 

to yearly cuts to college budgets, and indeed an increase almost with inflation. 

University budgets remain at levels which close any gap in funding with England, 

without the need for tuition fees for students based in Scotland. However, we 

needed to see increases in funding for bursaries for our poorest students in college 

and university, and this budget doesn’t do that. 

 “To make sure we get the most out of our talented people from all backgrounds, we 

must make sure they have enough money to live on, to make the most of their 

potential. For further education students in our colleges, that means reform to an 

outdated system and much needed investment in the support they receive. For 

students in higher education, we need to see continued increases in support as a 

whole, and for the poorest students particularly we need to see that through grants 

rather than loans. For all students, with the cost of living continuing to go up, we 

need to ensure their financial support students increases annually to match that. 

 “We’ll be working with all parties up until the final budget vote early next year to 

ensure the best possible deal for students and institutions. While this budget doesn’t 

see the cuts we’ve seen to colleges in previous years, the government must 

recognise that too many students are still being frozen out as a result of little or no 

financial help.” 
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