
PQS ON FUNDING STUDENT NUMBERS 

 

To ask the Scottish Government what assumptions were made regarding all tuition fee support in (a) 2012-13, (b) 
2013-14 and (c) 2014-15 in the "Student support and tuition fee payments" line in Table 5.07 of the draft Scottish 
budget 2013-14. (S4W-18330) 

Answered by Michael Russell (28/11/2013):  The budget assumes that the student population is maintained at 
current levels. 

[Note: However, at a meeting of the Education and Lifelong Learning Committee on 8 October 2013, Mr Russell had 

said, “in order to meet our commitment to widen access, we are planning to fund even more places”.] 

----------- 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-18330 by Michael Russell on 28 November 
2013, whether the budget for the Scottish Funding Council also assumes that the student population will be 
maintained at the current level and, if so, whether this means that it does not plan to increase the number of 
student places in the next academic year. (S4W-18785) 

Answered by Michael Russell (09/01/2014): We provided funding for 125,346 full-time equivalent funded places this 
academic year (2013-14). As a result, Scottish students accepted by our universities rose to a record number this 
year, with 27,990 students accepted to study so far in 2013-14, an increase of 2% compared with this stage last year 
(UCAS, 24 September 2013). My recent letter of guidance to the Scottish Funding Council for 2014-15 states that “I 
expect that the number of funded places, including those additional places in support of widening access, 
articulation and key sector skills to be maintained at current levels.” (Letter of guidance to the Scottish Funding 
Council from the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning, 21 October 2013).    I will confirm final 
numbers in the spring of this year. 

[See note above.] 

SFC press release 24/1/14  

“ Widening access for learners who face financial and social barriers to higher education will continue to be a priority 
in 2014‐15. £18.5 million is to be invested in around 3,300 additional places, the majority being for widening access 
and better progression opportunities for college students. This means more university places for people from 
deprived backgrounds and more college students being able to progress to university.” 
----------- 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-18330 by Michael Russell on 28 November 
2013, as the budget assumed that the student population would be maintained at current levels, how much the 
Scottish Funding Council's subsequent announcement on 24 January 2014 that there will be 3,300 more places in 
2014-15 will cost the Student Awards Agency For Scotland in the payment of additional (a) student support and 
(b) tuition fees. (S4W-20193) 

Answered by Michael Russell (01/04/2014): It is difficult to provide information on exact costs associated with 

providing up to 3,300 Scottish domiciled and EU students with support and free tuition in 2014-15. 

This is due to the variety in individual household financial circumstances; eligibility for different parts of the student 
support package; and levels of study taken up. Funding of support and free tuition for all 3300 places will be 
accommodated within the limits published in the budget for 2014-15. 

[Note:  the SFC had issued a circular on 24/1/14 stating that it would be transferring £8.7m to SAAS for these costs, 
of which the SG must have been aware.] 
 
----------- 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20193 by Michael Russell on 1 April 2014, 
what (a) maximum and (b) minimum amount would be required for tuition fee costs supported by the Student 
Awards Agency for Scotland for 3,300 students, assuming that all were eligible for tuition fee support. (S4W-21764) 



Answered by Michael Russell (15/07/2014): On 24 January 2014 the Scottish Funding Council announced funding for 

around 3,300 additional places. Should all these places be filled on a full-time basis and assuming that all these 

students were eligible for tuition fee support and that they all apply to the Student Awards Agency for Scotland for 

tuition fee support the cost would be a maximum of £6 million. The minimum amount would be nil based on the 

assumption that none of these students apply for tuition fee support. 

----------- 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-20193 by Michael Russell on 1 April 2014, 
whether it expects the Scottish Funding Council's announcement on 24 January 2014 of 3,300 more places to lead to 
a similar rise in the total number of students receiving tuition fee support from the Student Award Agency for 
Scotland. (S4W-21766) 

Answered by Michael Russell (15/07/2014): Should all eligible students apply for tuition fee support from the 

Student Awards Agency for Scotland, it would be expected that recipient numbers would increase in line with the 

increase in funded places. 

 


